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‘Helms Says He Can't Reca
LB Talk on §sm&§a ﬁa%@m;

By Jobn Fialka
Washiegton Star Sialt Writer

Former CIA- director Rxchard

Helms says he has “‘no recollection” .

of a conversation with President Lyn-
~don B. Johnson in which Helms re-

portedly told Johnson in 1968 that the
CIA had evidence that [ Israel pos-

sessed atomic bombs.

1 have no recollection of any such
‘conversation,” sald Helms, who is
~currently operating “‘Safeer,”” a pri-
vate consulting firm in Washington.
. Asked whether he had discussed 2

. case involving missing U.S. uramum:
‘with, Johnson, Helms said “I don t

dlscuss presidential conversations.”

who told investigators at the Nuclear
latory Commission that Helms

ha discussed the evidence of the
" Israeli bomb with Johnson and that.

. Johnson had stated; . &=
: - “Don’t tell anyone else, even Dean
: Rusk and Robert McNamara.” Rusk

. was Johngon's secretary of state and

McNamara his secretaryof defense. .
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LATER, 'HELMS elaborated on his

statement, a-little, when asked by
. The New York. Times whether he

" would deny any of the events de-
. scribed by Duckett: “I don’t say they,
--didn’t happen,’” said Helms ‘:I just':'

i have no recollection of thern.””

*According to the Times; Walter W.:
Rostow, who was ;Johnson's special,
- assistant for national security affairs’
in 1968, could not remember the

."events descnbed by Duckett. Rostow

'"is - currently ~-a” 'professor- at the'
« University of Texas. - 1¥13% % s

‘Rep. Joha D..Dingell, bead of a
, House Commerce subcommitiee :

whxch has been investigating the
pearance of 202 pounds of
ghly enriched uranium from an

Apullo, Pa,, plant in the mnd-lQSOs,_f_ :

012-2

said that his staff is aware of the alle-})

ations contained in the Duckettiie

interview and has conclnded that
prior investigations into the loss have
been “most serious in thelr made-
quacy : B E '“ : el st

-

Duckett, now renred, ‘was mter-
viewed by Lhe nuclear a%ency as part:
ot' the agency's review of the problem "

y the now-defunct Apolbo
company, called Nuclear Matenals-
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DINGELL SAID staff mt.emews “
with Helms, Duckett and others who

'f

B the case”
" Helms was responding to a state- may have been involved in ca

ment by the CIA’s former chief of re-
search and technology, Carl Duckett,

have revealed that an early FBI‘J
investigation of the matter  wads®
“misdirected,” and that a later FBIY
probe, one begun by President Ford?
in 1978, has been “unmspmng be-
causeofxtshmxtedscope.. RPN TH

Dingell’s subcommittee has been®
aided by the General Accounting Of--
fice in its probe and is expected to ré<’
lease a report on the NUMEC case.‘
withina month. . R .
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